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The New Year is upon us, and I do hope that everyone had a 
very happy holiday season.  As we enter into the New Year, let’s take 
a quick look back on a successful 2009… 

First, and most recently, our Holiday Dance held December 
6th at the Impact Center was a smashing success!  I hope you all had 
as good a time as I did!  This was a brand new location for us, so I 
would like to ask you all for any input you may have on The Impact 
Center.  The staff welcomed us that night, and went above and beyond 
to help with anything we needed.  Please let me know what you 
thought of the location because we may look into the Center again for 
future events.  All opinions are welcome!  We all had such a great time 
with our members, guests, and Florida State College at Jacksonville’s 
Ballroom Dance class student guests celebrating the holiday season 
and dancing throughout the night.  We were blessed with good food, 
good music, and good friends to share this day.  I do want to take a 
moment to express my gratitude to a special few…first, to those who 
donated to Toys for Tots, we appreciate your toys!  We donated a few 
toys, that were dropped off at one of the donation centers, that will be 
picked up by Marine Corps representatives.  Thank you for helping us 
to help those kids in need, especially in this tough economy.  Thank 
you, as well, to those few who donated door prizes.  Those winning 
members and guests left with smiles on their faces with their prize in 
hand, and I am sure you gave them a little holiday cheer that night.  
Also, I want to thank the officers of the North Star chapter for their help 
with the dance; and an extra special thanks to Bronwen Chandler, 
Carol Wyninger and the decorating committee for arriving early to set 
up the festive decorations; Mindy Peck for designing, printing and sell-
ing our tickets and welcoming our guests at the door; and my right 
hand, Joy Bellamare, for helping me make sure the dance ran as 
smoothly as possible.  We had a couple of bumps, but she was there 
to help smooth the road.  And, thanks again this year to Wade Nolan 
for helping to coordinate the dance host program to make sure all of 
the ladies who wanted a dance host had one.  Of course, for one more 
year we cannot forget to thank our faithful DJ, Tony Love, for spinning 
the tunes for this special day.        

Second, our officers…our officers worked so hard this year to 
keep our chapter running.  We had our elections in November, and 
thanks to the chapter feedback and general vote, it seemed that you all 
are happy with those who are holding positions, so there were no 
changes to the officers.  We still have two positions open, so if there 
are any members who would like to take part in out Board, please con-
tact me, or any other board members to express your interest.   

Third, I would like to mention our youth program again.  In 
November we had a special show from two junior dancers who gave a 
wonderful waltz and cha cha showcase for our members.  Tristan and 
Amanda created that routine, with the help and coaching of Arthur 
Murray’s Marina Vlasova and Fernandina’s Felix Solis, just for our 
chapter.  They were so excited, and they expressed interest in per-
forming another show for us in the 2010 year.  In addition, we are 
working to expand our youth program in 2010, so please help me to 
recruit and create programs for the youth dancers.  If you have any 
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lady...PREPAID. Send checks to: 12249  
Kinelaven Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32258-9472 
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suggestions, or you would like to help, please talk to me.  They are the future, and the future of ball-
room dancing, so let’s support them!  
Last, our general membership…our numbers are up, and our dances have been very successful.  

For the 2010 year, I would like to see these numbers increase, so let’s continue to work together as a chapter to recruit.  Our 
monthly dances have been great and members from our sister chapter in St. Augustine have joined us for our nights of dancing.  
If any of you are interested in heading to St. Augustine for their dance, they hold their dances the third Saturday of every month at 
the Arthur Murray Studio on Highway 1.  Of course, if any members have any suggestions for our monthly dances, please see me 
or any board member with your ideas.  And, if there are any members who are participating in any showcases or comps, let me 
know so I can announce your participation!  This past November and December we had a few members participate in comps, one 
was with me, and they did fantastic.  Puerto Rico was a success with Mindy Peck returning with me with 21 first places, 4 second 
places, 3 third places, and 2 non-placements, but we found out that she was just shy of placing.  Congrats to Mindy!  Keep up the 
good dancing!  We are going to have to keep her competing so she can show those comps what North Star has to offer!  Please 
be sure to pass on your congrats to her.    

And, a final word of thanks…we, as a chapter, should be thankful for the use of the Friday Musicale facilities for giving us 
a place to hold our dances, especially on a Sunday evening.  They have been so gracious to us this past year, so if you get a 
chance, thank Barbara in the office when you see her.  In addition, we should be thankful for our family and friends this new year; 
and for USA Dance for providing all of us a place to share our love of dance together as a family.  (And, a quick thanks to Bron-
wen Chandler for taking care of the newsletter and Cheryl Schoonmaker for printing them so we all can keep up with the happen-
ings of the chapter.  Without you, we would not have these great newsletters!)  

 As 2010 begins, let’s continue to make our membership the largest and most flourishing in town.  As I always say: let’s 
work together in building our membership to have the preeminent social ballroom dance organization in the River City! 

“2010 ...”  Cont. 
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FOR THE SOCIAL DANCER 

Daytona and Or lando  
Dance Calendars 
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January 9th, 23rd   
February 13th - Valentine’s Dance 
February 27th - Bike Week Dance 

Lesson 7 - 8 pm—Dance 8 - 10:30 pm 
$6.00 members , $10.00 guests 
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            January 15th -  Rose Ball 
 February  12th -   Lady in Red Ball **  

Lesson 7:30 - 8 pm—Dance 8 - 11 pm 
Admission $6.00 members, $10.00 guests  

Competition Corner 

2010 Competition Calendar  
 
January 15-17 Manhattan Amateur Classic - NQE 
  New York, NY 
 
January 23 Royal Palm Dancesport Extravaganza 
  Coconut Creek, FL 
 
February 5-6 Triangle Open Dancesport Championships 
  Raleigh, NC 
 
February 5-6 Southwest Regional - NQE 
  Long Beach, CA 
 
February 19-21 Chicago  Dancesport Challenge Championship 
  NQE, Chicago, IL 
 
February 20 Cabaret National Championships 
  Chicago, Il 
 
   More events...   
http://usadance.org/dancesport/competition-calendar/ 

 

Thursday 
Ballroom Dancing at Club Savoy,  

6354 Arlington Road  

Group 8 - 8:30 pm (gratuity requested) 

General dancing 8:30 -10:30 pm.  Cost $6  

Music by Wade Nolan and Burt Pringle. 

Saturday (1st & 3rd) 
 
 

DanceSport and Wellness Center   
10131 Atlantic Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 

Free group at 8 pm.   
North Star members $8 

You MUST show your  USA Dance card!   

Call 721-3399 for more information.   

 
Good Luck! !  

 
In 2010 

 

  
Jim & Kathleen 

Job & Sandy 
Randy & Jean 

 Terry and Sandra 
——————————  
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December’s Christmas dance was a thoroughly enjoyable event for all...we enjoyed Tony Love’s music both during our 
very tasty dinner, and for the dancing to follow.  The Impact Center was transformed into a magical place by the Christ-
mas decorating committee, complete with plenty of fairy lights, wreaths, candles and other decorations.  The St. 
Augustine Chapter loaned us their white table cloths, lending a further air of elegance to the occasion.  The floor pro-
vided plenty of dance space and was in great condition. 
 

¨  You can visit http://usadance.org/ for a wealth of interesting information regarding our national organization as well 
as upcoming events and information on the Chapters.  There are a lot of dancesport competitions coming up in early 
2010...check the web-site for more comprehensive information. 

¨  **  The Central Chapter dances in Orlando will be moving to a new venue beginning with the February dance.  If you 
are planning to attend please contact John Davis, president of the Chapter for the new location:  
twelvedancer@aol.com   

¨  If you would like to submit a dance-related article that our readers would enjoy, please contact me: 
bronwen_chandler@hotmail.com and I’ ll notify you when it is time to collect submissions for the next newsletter.  
Also, if you are competing in DanceSport and not listed in our competitors’  list  please let me know and I’ ll add you 
in.  Thank you! 

¨  If you need a spare copy of our newsletter to share with friends, we are posting it on our web-site. 
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In September, Helen Jones took two children under her wing and taught 
them to dance.  Helen gave the children, Jonah Manansala, 12, and 
Faith Hinson, 10, 6 free lessons and taught them a waltz routine.  They 
performed their routine at the Jacksonville Ballroom Dance Club©s Oc-
tober dance on Oct. 24th at Bolero©s. 

They did very well, and Helen presented each one with a small trophy 
engraved with their names. Hopefully, this will lead to a long life of 
ballroom dancing for these children. 
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